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RAIN OR SHINE---PPRAA PICNIC 
WILL BE HELD AUGUST 18 AT 
AUSTIN BLUFFS YOUTH CENTER 


it will be Food, Fun and Frolic 
for PPRAA members and their families 
on Sunday, August 18, at the Austin Bluff 
Youth Camp---for that will be the day of 
the big annual PPRAA Picnic!!! 

Since the site has shelter in case 
of rain, the picnic will be held whether 
the weather that day is a duplicate of the 
dry, sunny days we experienced in Colo- 
rado Springs in June or the "afternoon and 
evening. thundershowers' that were in 
evidence most of July, 

The gate to. the aréa willbe open 
at 10 a.m. and the "festivities" will last 
until the last person decides to "pull the 
big switch” and QRT. 

Like last year's picnic in the same 
area, the food will be free-=-the only 
change this year is that people are asked 
to bring their own table service, to cut 
down on that much of last year's expense. 

According to Rosemarie Lewis, 
—-WA@MNL, chairman of the picnic com- 
mittee (picked because she did such a 
"bang up job" last year), "All PPRAA 

(Continued on Page 4) 


FILM; DISCUSSIONS TO BE 
FEATURES OF AUGUST 14 
MEETIAT NAVAL, RESERVE CENTER. 


A film on Communism and @’busi- 
hess meeting during which-several items 
of national interest to amateur radio oper- 
ators will be discussed will be the fea- 
tures of the August PPRAA meeting, at 
the U. S. Naval Reserve Center, Lake 
and Logan Streets, Wednesday, August 
14, starting at 8 p.m. 

Among the matters to be discuss- 
ed at the business meeting are two on 
which the ARRL has asked for comments, 

One of these is a proposal on VHF 
Repeater regulation and operation which 
has been subrnitted to the FCC for consid- 
eration by. a Buffalo, N. Y., amateur 
group. Rosemarie Lewis, PPRAA sec- 
retary, has sent for full information on 
the proposal and should have the inform- 
ation at the meeting. 

The other is a consideration of 
the 1968 ARRL Board Meeting minute 11, 
which provides for a study of the feasi- 
bility of ARRL recommending limited 
segments in amateur bands for selected 
contest activities, 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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The PPRAA meets the second Wednesday of each month in the U. $. Naval Reserve Training 


Center, Lake and Logan Streets., starting at 8p.m. All radio amateurs and other interested persons 


dre invited to attend. 


Editorial 


A “BRIGHTER FUTURE" 

We believe that the PPRAA can 
look forward to a much wider scope of 
activities, now that the club has accepted 
the offer of the Colorado Springs U, S. 
Naval Reserve Training Center to use the 
facilities of the Center for meetings, code 
classes and other activities, including 
participation with the Naval Reserve per - 
sonnel, Red Cross, Civil Defense and loc- 
alpolice and fire departments in "disaster 
training" at the Center, 

While the Red Cross Center pro- 
vided a good place to hold our monthly 
meetings, the facilities offered at the Nav- 
al Reserve Training Center offer a much 
wider scope for PPRAA activities of every 
type. 

We are most fortunate that these 
fine facilities have been offered for our 
use, especially with the "blessing" of the 
Red Cross. In additioh to providing the 
PPRAA with the use of another station in 
additiontothe one set up at the Red Cross 
Center~--providing two stations for use in 
emergency or disaster communications 
work by the club; the extra facilities off- 
ered for the conduct of the code class, for 
various entertainment and training facil- 
ities for the meetings, plus the use of the 
equipment is "a dream come true," 


eee eeoaoaoOoOooOooooooooeeoooeo eS eee See ee eee 


These PPRAA members who fail- 
ed to attend the July 11 meeting at the 
Naval Reserve Cente?. really missed an 
opportunity to see a ''wonderful setup" for 
our use, It would take up too much space 
to describe what is in store at the Center 
in the future for the PPRAA---you'll just 
have to come and "see for yourself, " 

The PPRAA owes a deep sense of 
gratitude to Commander Roden of the Cen- 
ter, to Chief Petty Officer Demario (bet- 
ter known as Pete Demario, K#UDG) and 
all the others who have made this excel- 
lent facility available to our club. , It is up 
to each member of: the club to help make 
full use of these facilities to properly ex- 
press our gratitude. 

Subsequent 


issues of Zero Beat 


will carry accounts of the plans: fér-. the. 


PPRAA in this new facility, In the mean- 
time, attend the August 14 and subsequent 
meetings to find out for yourself what is 
going on wnder the expanded PPRAA pro- 
gram possible with these new facilities, 
=O- 
We'll be seeing you at the August 
14 meeting at the Naval Reserve Center 
and/or the August 18 picnic at the Austin 
Bluffs Youth Camp. Better plan toattend 
both---you'll be sure to find both events 
well worth your time. 
---Frank -- W@HWH 
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OSILlH!S 
a EBPORTINGS 
on By Rosemarie. Lewis : 
WA@MNL 
John Summers, WA#HHN, and Wal- 
ly Rowland, K#WMD, received Armed 
Forces Day certificates--anyone else? 
=Trre 
The Harlan Talleys+---Sr,, WAg— 
JCS, and Jr., K@#UIG (now going to school 
in Denver) also received some nice "cer- 
tificates" during July---their Advanced 
Class tickets. 


-PTf- 

Jim Castle, WOHJ, likes CW, Be- 
sides ''on the air" copy he has a tape re- 
corder inhis car so that he can play 
tapes of codes, at say 60 wpm, as he. 
drive to work from Castle Rock to Denver 
each dy. 

=-Pr-= 

Pete and Ida Demario, K#UDG, 
and WA@NTA, and Harold Combs, WAQG- 
PNR, all: passed their Advanced tests in 

_—June, .as did John Summers, WA@HHN. 
'Yours truly" didn't make it---just too 
dumb, I guess---but gave Eldon and Ia 
chance to visit the Denver radio stores to 
pick up some ''goodies" for the picnic, 
(With the managers’ consent, of course). 

=f = 

Here is the info on special calls: 
If you desire a special call, send $20 to 
FCC, Gettysburg, Pa. If the call is 
available they will issue it to you. If it 
cannot be issued they DO NOT return the 
$20. 

-fre= 

John Kester, K@SLN, has a camp- 
ing trailer now. It's a dandy~--only ore 
thing missing, John--the rig and antenna. 

=PrTre= 

Steve Parker, WA@SIZ, will be 
out of town on vacation for a few weeks. 
Steve is looking for a SSB rig---prefer- 
ably a SWAN 350, Anyone got anything of 
this nature for sale? 
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Annabell Meak, K@WZN, Palmer 
Lake, has a first. She is the first amas 
teur to work all Colorado counties, Her 
son, Norman, K#NDP, spent some time 
at home on his way for an overseas tour 
of duty. While at home he turned Anna- 
bellls rig upside down, finding out what 
"made it tick" and tried to persuade ev- 
eryone with whom he: had a QSO they'd 
have to stand on their head to have a good 
QSO, He didn't say whether he was hor- 
izontal, vertical, or what, ~ 

-rre ‘ 

Linda, WA@MNM, and I attended 
the YL picnic at Palmer Lake, . It was 
a FB meeting and the Colorado YLs have 
received many congratulatory letters --- 
from persons who attended the internasion- 
al convention in Denver in June, forwhich 
the gals were hostesses, 

a@fYr = 

Darrell Bell, W#LRA, asked me 
to use this means of telling the PPRAA 
members goodbye. Darrell'has spe nt the 
last two anda half years in Colorado 
Springs on a field assignment for Martin- 
Co. andis being transferred back to his 
home office in Orlando, Fla. He will be 
working on the missile program there, 

He says it will be nice returning to his 
home, but he hates leaving as far as the 
club goes, He assumes he will get back 
his former call of K4LIV and wants ev- 
eryone to listen for him. 

-freo= 

SILENT KEY 

Victor Pitts, W5AOH, Raton, New 
Mexico, admired by many in this area 
and an old timer in radio. He used to 
transmit broadcast programs back in the 
days when this was permissable and there 
were not many broadcasting stations, 

-0-0-0-0- 

"Nature has given man one tongue, 
but two ears, that we may hear twice as 
much as we speak," 

---Diogenes Laertius 
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PPRAA PICNIC AUGUST 18 

(Continued from Page 1) 
members need to bring is their appetites, 
table service, sun lotion and perhaps a 
lawn chair so they can sit in comfort 
while watching the softball game from the 
shade of the trees. 

"We hope to have a game or two, 
even some horseshoes, "' 

Rosie and OM Eldon, WA®ERA, 
did a lot of successful scurrying about 
the area and came up with a total of 23 
prizes, worth approximately $160, for 
the picnic. Tickets will be sold at the 
picnic and fér each $13.00 worth of régular 
(red) tickets purchased, an extra orange 
ticket will be given to the purchaser for 
the special ladies' drawings, 

Prizes for the picnic and contrib- 
utors ("all prizes were donated free of 
charge," states Rosie) are as follows: 

Hy-Gain 6 meter beam--L. B. 
Walker Radio GCo., Golo, Springs. 

Cobar headrest speaker, mobile-- 
CW Electronics, Denver. 

Heathkit standing:-wave bridge-- 
Heathkit Electronics Center, Denver, 

Fiberglass spin rod--Cook Sport- 
ing Goods, Colo. Springs. 

Nut drivers and Phillips 3-way-- 
D&M Electronics, Colo, Springs. 

Three SWR bridges--B&A Elec- 
tronics, Denver. 

Reedemable certificate--Lucas 
Sporting Goods, Colo. Springs. 

Cash prize--Cablevision, Colo, 
Springs. 

Fishing rod holder--Surplus City, 
Colo, Springs, 

Two credit vouchers--W, R, L., 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

Two silver teaspoon sets--West- 
ern Federal Savings, Colo. Springs. 

Two silver trays--Silver State 
Savings & Loan, Colo, Springs. 

Four technical date books--HElec- 
tric Motor Co,, Colo, Springs. 

Those persons who plan to attend 


and who. have. not: been-contacted by the 
time they receive Zero Beat, have been 
asked to phone Rosemarie Lewis, 632- 
5721, as soon as they receive Zero Beat, 

So grab the family and “head for the 
hill’ ---Austin Bluffs, that is. 

-~0-0-0- 
MEETING 
(Continued from Page 1) 

According to Division Director 
Carl Smith: "The intent would be to vol- 
untarily “limit contest activities within 
some portion of both the phone and CW 
segments in order to reduce band con- 
gestion, rather than to propose a man- 
datory or regulatory limitation. " 

There will also probably be fur- 
ther information on the future expanded 
program of activities in our new "home!" 
and a report on PPRAA participation in 
the Pikes Peak Marathon which took place 
Sunday, August 4. 

All meetings of the PPRA& will be 
held at the Naval Reserve Center, located 
at the south end of Prospect Lake, from 
now on, 

~O-0<0=04 
tC HNIC A iL 
IDBITS 
- By George Kowalski, W§GCH 

A couple of new RCA transistors 
which look good, even at the price: 2N- 
5070 - 25 w. PEP minimum output at 28 
volts to 30 mHz, about $29, 2N5102 
- [5w. minimum outputat 28 volts to 150 
mHz, about $22, 

att= 

Quads vs. Yagis: Quads are bet- 
ter if you want multi band operation, high 
wind survival, ‘and aren't particular how 
your antenna looks to the neighbors, 

=ft= 
Digital ICs--musi reading for the 
serious experimenter--July QST, pages 
17 and 22, The "Army" loop antenna 
marches on--see July QST, page Il. 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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Head for the hills?";] F \ w% iD, wal oe 


SUNDAY AUGUST 18 10 a.m, until QRT!! 


——_ 


Rain or shine! ! 
There's plenty of shelter 
and all the "comforts of home"! Templeton Gap Road 


YOUTH CAMP| 


Amyj) epeasy 


Fillmore 


Pzeasfnog Awepeoy 


Constitution Avenue ; 


Paeaopiog voip 


SATIGE aTpa 


OOD -- FUN -- FROLIC ! ! ! 
(Bring your appetites and own table service) 


ENEW ACQUAINTENANCES ! ! 1! a8 
(Plenty of time for eyeball QSOs with the whole family) 


NTERTAINMENT: ! 1 1 
(Softball, horseshoes--you name it) 


; XCELLENT PRIZES ! 1! !1 
5 _ (See the list on Page 4 of Zero Beat) 


-~If you haven't been contacted - Phone Rosie Lewis, 632-5721 as soon as you get this 
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CHEYENNE CONVENTION 'WELL ORGANIZED' SAYS ROSIE 


By Rosemarie Lewis, WASMNL 

Well, the 1968 ARRL Convention, 
heldin Cheyenne, Wyo., June 29/30, may 
be a thing of the past but it will never be 
forgotten by many. 

The Shy Wy club deserves much 
praise for the well org anized convention. 
The committee has the thanks (I'm sure) 
of everyone who was there, A tremend- 
ous amount of work went into that conven- 
tion, 

Conventions are interesting and 
informative as well as a lot of fun from 
the time the first antenna is sighted, to 
call plates on cars, until the last goodbye 
is said, And The Hitching Post Inn park- 
ing lot looked like an antenna farm. 

XYLs were much in evidence and 
were "well cared for" with a grand tour 
of the Governor's mansion, hosted by the 
governor's wife, Mrs, Hathaway, and the 
Mayor's wife, Mrs, Cox. The ladiés 
were also treated to a fashion show. 

Technical ta;jls and MARS meet- 
ings were well attended. A joint Army, 
Navy and Air Force meeting was conduct- 
ed by Mr. Ed Liscombe, Chief, MARS 
Army andAssistant Chief MARS Navy. At 
this meeting a film was presented which 
included a phone patch from Vietnam i--* 
conducted by Air Force MARS stations-- 
showing both ends of the patch, Each 
MARS service hada meeting on sunday 
morning, The Colof/Wyo MARS meeting 
was directed by Wally Rowland, K@WMD, 

QSOs were enjoyed through the 
convention, It's an unpredictable thrill to 
hear a voice you've heard many times on 
the air and then to meet the voice in per- 
sen, And some amateurs thought they 
were seeing double when two PPRAA 
members were together. (Yes, I have a 
double, Rosalie, from Berthoud. ) 

A total of 15 PPRAA members--- 
from Pueblo, Peyton, Berthoud and Colo- 
rado Springs attended the convention, 


John Summers, WA®#HHN, and I en- 
tered the CW contest with big support 
from the rest of the gang. Ithink that 
our teacher, Wally, KPWMD, popped sev- 
eral buttons when we were still in there at 
32 words a minute, The contest was won 
by Bob Howe, K7NHL, TWN net manager, 
from Phoenix, at 40 wpm, Giving him a 
final good run were two Jims---K§@TRZ of 
Sterling and WOHJ of Castle Rock, 

The Jaycees of Cheyenne served us 
a rootin' tootin' hot breakfast on a cod 
Sunday morning. Here again the excel- 
lent hospitality was noted, 

The open forum and the SCM/SEC/- 
AREC ARPSC meeting were well attended 
with everyone who wished to getting ina 
word, or even two, 

From ARRIL Headquarters were--- 
John Huntoon, WILVQ, and George Hart, 
WINJM, At the Division level were Dir- 
ector Carl Smith, W#BWJ, Denver, and 
Vice Director John Sampson, W7OCX, 
Utah--also SEC Chic Cotterell, WOSIN, 
and other dignitaries, 

Bob Swanlund, WO#WYX, was a- 
warded the Colo, Section Pigeon Award, 

Durinse the open forum, a discus-~- 
sion was held regarding foreign broad « 
casts using amateur frequencies, Ama- 
teurs are needed for Intruder Watch to 
monitor and report when foreign broad- 
casters are heard on amateur bands, If 
there is no interference reported, they 
can claim they have not interfered, 

PPRAA members took home many 
prizes, Winners were John, WA$HHN, 
and XYL Iris, Gerald Ozburn, W@ARW, 
of Peyton, Linda, WA®#MNM, and perhaps 
others I don't know about, 

The top three prizes also went to 
PPRAA members---Linda, WAQMNM, got 
a phone patch, Eldon, WA(ERA, got an all 
band antenna, and the grand prize, a Swan 
500G went to nine year old David, the son 

“'' | (Continued on following page) . 


a, 


August 1968 


CHEYENNE CONVENTION 

_ (Continued from preceding page) 

of "Sparky" Lee, W§ANO, of Pueblo, (Bet 
I can guesswho gets to use it--Editor) 

A tour of WWV was conducted for 
those wishing to go through, 

I'm sure I have missed some of 
the highlights. We all here at the ERA 
QTH enjoyed the convention. The conven. 
tion was the greatest and I'm so glad so 
many of our members attended as the 
time spent with our own members was one 
of the highlights of the affair. 


-0-0-0-0- 
TECHNICAL TIDBITS 


(Continued from Page 4) 

This shrinking world: Transis- 
tors reduced the size of electronic equip- 
ment about ten times and integrated cir- 
cuits shrunk it another ten times and now 
large scale integration (LSI) promises 
another tenfold reduction, 

Lunchbox KW transceivers, any- 
one ? 

-0=0-0- 
SODE/THEORY CLASSES MOVED 
TO NAVAL RESERVE CENTER 

The PPRAA-sponsored code and 
theory classes, formerly held in the Civil 
Defense Center in the basement of the 
Colorado Springs Police Station, are now 
meeting at the U,. S, Naval Reserve 
Training Canter, Lake and Logan Streets, 
at the south end of Prospect Lake, 

Classes start each Thursday eve- 
ning at 7 p, m. 

The facilities at the new location 
will enable each student to have a desk, 
complete with a typewriter; for copying 
code, and facilities are provided so that 
more than one ‘code speed can be sent at 
one time to different desks, with no QRM 
from other desks, 

Classes are being conducted by 
John Summers, WA@HHN, and Wally 
Rowland, K#WMD. Dean Jaynes, WA- 
.PJH, brings his coffee pot from home 
ind makes coffee for the class, 
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PPRAA SCORES BIG FOR 1968 
FIELD DAY PARTICIPATION 

The 1968 Field Day participation 
bythe PPRAA was one of the best on rec- 
ord, according to the report of activities 
given at the July meeting by EC George 
Kowalski, W#GCH, 

A total of 972 contacts: «was: log- 
ged during the period by the three oper- 
ating positions---one CW and two phone, 
This gained 6.900 points and with another 
1,000 special points for the period, the 
PPRAA operators wound up witha total 
of 7,900 points, 

A breakdown of contacts by opera- 
ting position was as follows: 

CW---171 on 20 meters and 24 on 
15 meters. 

SB 34 photie position---353 on 20 
meters, Ll on 15 meters and 212 on 40. 
meters, 

SWAN phone position---80 contacts 
on 20 meters and 113 on 15 meters, 

George reported that only about 
10 per cent were duplicates, 

In recounting some of the 'prob- 
lems" for Field Day, George stated that 
log sheets for the period were ordered a- 
bout a month prior to Field Day and ar- 
rived the day after Field Day finished, 

He also stated that in checking the 
log sheets after the activities, to deter- 
mine the final score for the period that | 
Rosemarie Lewis, WAGMNL, had been 
voted ''the most-illegible logger." 

=O0-0-0-0- 
PLANNING 1969 CALL PLATES FOR 
YOUR CAR? 

Your application must be mailed 
to the Motor Vehicle Division, 140 West 
6th St., Denver, Colo, 80204, c/o 
Walter Cassell, on or before Sept. 15, 
1968, Enciose fee of $1 and aphoto copy 
of your valid FCC license (if a valid copy 
is not already on file with the department. 
Your application will not be processed 
until such a copy is received and the ap- 

(Continued on following page) 
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1969 CALL VEHICLE PLATES 

(Continued from preceding page) 
plication will be returned if fee is not en- 
closed or description of car given. Ap- 
licants must be owner or joint owner of 
the vehicle for which special callplates 
are issued, When your application has 
been processed and approved, the call 
letter license plates will be available 
through the county clerk's office in the 
county in which you reside. If you don't 
have 1968 call letter plates, it will he 
your responsibility to advise the county 
clerk or the Denver Motor Vehicle Dept, 
when making application for 1969 plates, 
either by mail or over the counter, that 
your application is for call letter plates, 
giving your call. 

=0-0-0-0- 

FOR SALE-OR TRADE--Fairchild digi- 
talIC's, Need TV antenna, 5 element-- 
all channel. 
George Kowaiski,, \‘W9GCH,; 596-0164, 


ZERO BEAT Editor 

PIKES PEAK RADIO AMATEUR ASSN., Inc. 
1142 Rainier Drive 

Colorado Springs, Colo., 80910 
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PPRAA GETS OLD KW XMTR 


The PPRAA was the recipient in 
July of an old KW xmitr, formerly the 
property of Richard Green, K#TSK, who 
is now a student in the Pacific Northwest, 

Considering the equipment too big 
to ship to his new QTH, Richard vot in 
touch with Earl (Bud) Leonard, W§SWM, 
to determine who could use the equipme nt 
here, Bud, inturn, offered it to the PP- 
RAA, which gladly accepted it. 

After examination of the xmtr,. it 
was decided that it could be rebuilt into a 
SSB linear amplifier and it was moved to 
the QTH of Wally Rowland, K#WMD, who 
is supervising the rebuilding. 

Any PPRAA member who would be 
interested in assisting in the rebuilding 
has been invted to drop by Wally's QTH, 
1612 Vista Place, to lend a hand. Also 
needéd are sockets for 4-400s to be used 
for the amplifier. Can anyone supply 
these ? 


GUYS 


